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one has ever observed them. This 
in til probability, arises from the in- 
fluence of the season. 

I must conclude this essay with 
requesting, that what I iiave heie 
said may be considered, as it really 
is, an hypothetic explanation of well 
known facts. _ 

Some Observations mi the foregoing 
Pages. 

(1) The action of flying has a con- 
stant tendency to cause birds to as- 
cend, therefore unless counteracted by 
the disposition to remain at a certain 
height, a long continuance of flight 
will make birds arnve at that height 
where their specific gravity and ex- 
panse are most equally ballanced, 
and they fly with the greatest ease. 
This is probably the reason that in 
fine weather when larks are not in- 
duced to descend by showeis, that 
tljey asceud to great heights in the 
air. 

(2) The frogs (rana temporaria) of 
the ditches of Ireland, never 1 believe 
croak but in the early spring, prin- 
cipally in the evenings, when warm 
and moist, or it might be said alone 
when the wind is southerly. 

(3) As it is well known that the 
hygrometer indicates a considerable 
moisture being in the air before rain 
actually falls, may not birds feel this, 
and prepaie their feathers accordingly 
in expectation of rain ? Water.fow 1 
may be set to wash and dress them- 
selves at any time, by sprinkling a 
little water on them. 

(4) It is a well known fact that 
when hot moist weather (or what is 
commonly called sultry) prevails, in- 
sects are then most active, consequently 
give cattle on which they feed most 
trouble. But I cannot deny alto- 
gether that cattle may feel some in- 
fluence of this weather on their own 
bodies, as we know rheumatic pains 
are duiing the damp weather which 
precedes rain more acutely felt. 

(5) Pea-fowl like geese are accus- 
tomed to cry on bearing any noise, 
and during a thunder storm the Pea- 
cock never ceases to cry. 

(6) Most birds are troubled very 
much with Pediculi, and which either 
washing or tossing among their feathers 
eases them of in some degree. Buf- 



fon mentions that young pheasants 
soon become diseased and dte when 
they have not an opportunity of 
cleaning themselves among sand. 

(7) Swallows in all piobabllity take 
their flight high or low accoiding as 
the inserts fly high or low. But 
cianes, and indeed all birds in their 
migratory excursions rise to a con- 
siderable height where they are less 
disturbed in all probability by eddy 
winds. 

(8) The raven has a great variety 
of cries expressive of love, anger or 
fear ; but as they remain paired, the 
most common is the call for its as- 
sociate ; when a raven sits upon the 
decaying branch of a tree (its most 
particular choice) uttering its hoaise 
monotonous notes, it is the call of 
love, not of fear. Anger or fear is 
expressed much seldomer, and in a 
much quicker and sharper tone. 

(9) See Ob. 3. 

(10) See Ob. 3 and 6. 

(11) See Ob 5. 

(12). It is the constant practice of 
birds to sleep with their heads under 
their wings, it keeps that extremity 
warm during the cold nights, re- 
quires less constant action of themusclcs 
than when extended, and making their 
centie of gravitj very different, en- 
ables them to sit on the perch with 
less exeition of their feet to holdfast. 

(13) Toads make their appearance 
perhaps ofiener in moist than in dry 
weather, for the same reason that 
snails and earth worms do, because 
the moisture of their skins is not so 
soon exhaled. 

(14) bee Ob. 13. 'J 



To the Editor of tlie Belfast Magazine, 

" Tobrtng empiricism of any description 
under the lash of ridicule is one way of 
establishing the credit of legitimate sci- 
ence— therefme lie who laujrhs snrceflu- 
fiilly at quackery, deserves the thanks of 
society. 

Critical lieview of "Cony's dttector of 
Siiackery." 

SIR, 

A FEW years ago many persons, 
Xxwith good intentions and a per- 
seveiance (hat did them infinite honour, 
both by their writings and their con- 
versation, endeavoured to obtain, from 
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the legislatme, such arrangements, 
v> ith regard to the distillei ies, as would 
have placed whiskey in some mea- 
sure out of theiea<h*of the common 
people, and thereby removed Irom 
them a temptation to beggar their 
families and to plunder the public. 
Amongst these real patriots the late 
Edw&id Tighe stood conspicuously 
iorwaid ; his letters, signed Melanttus, 
contain a strong appeal to the feelings 
of those in power, and abound with 
irresistable arguments in favoot of the 
regulations, winch hesuggested should 
beimposed upon the distillation of whis- 
key, but his reasonings, and those of 
Ins benevolent coadji.tors weie, dis- 
regarded, and whether from inacti- 
vity or despair, the subject has since 
that period lam doimant, and the 
poor have continued the victims of 
a source of revenue, abundant, it must 
be confessed, but springing, as it does 
from the vices and the diseases of the 
lower classes, certainly not to be con- 
sidered eithei pontic or humane. 

But the necessities of taxation, not 
content with poisoning the poor, con- 
trived another expedient to laise 
money out of the vitals of the middle 
classes, through the medium of SUiack 
medicines. Under the privilege of 
patenls, and the sanction of dcgiees, 
obtained fiom a Scotch uiuveisity of 
easy ■virtue quack doctors in the nine- 
teenth centuiy, and at a penod when 
genuine medical science has arnved 
at a consideiaile degiee of essential 
perfection, have been enabled to amass 
fortunes supenor to any ever leanzed 
by the legular practitioner, who, un- 
der the dictpline of a hbeial education, 
devoted his joiAh to the study of 
medicine and his matuiity to its pi ac- 
trse. 

The follies of a people aie a fair 
object of taxation, if every woman who 
daubs her face with rouge, or her 
neck with pearl powdei, waS to pay 
a ti ibute to the state, a great revenue 
would be created, and no mischief 
would accrue to the individual ; but 
the health of a nation is no' to be 
trilled with ; it should be watched 
over by government, with unceasing 
solicitude, nor should quacks bepei- 
jnitled to disseminate then noatiuins with 
impunity, to the utter destruction of 
that first and moat invaluable blessing. 
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Doctor Broxhim has written a book 
entitled the Guide to old Age, tor 
the benevolent purpose of prolonging 
the lives of his fellow cieatures, and 
qf_ promoting 'the sale of his Nervous 
( ordial and Botanical Syrup. As 
these medicines'. are in very high im- 
pute, the public have certainly a right 
to know uho their benefactor is, and 
of what his cordial and syrup are 
tompoied ; the first part of tins in- 
formation I am enabled to give them, 
from Corrv's Detector of Quackery, 
a publication which has gone through 
many editions, the latter poition I 
am unable to afford, but 1 am cer- 
tain some of your young medical 
Coriespoudents are fully competent 
to impart it from an actual analysis 
of those detestable nostrums, and I 
trust tney will, thiough the medium 
of jout widely extended work, give 
it speedily to the deluded victims, 
who, under the idea of renovating 
the decays of natuie, are absolutely 
hurrying on her extinction, by the 
abuse of stimulants, which if their 
nature and poweis were ascettained, 
would appal the most detei mined 
drug-L>ker that ever swallowed an 
electuaiy. 

Dr. Biodum is a Geiman Jew. He 
attended Dr. Bossy in the quality of a 
footman, when that bemheent sage 
came over to enlighten the eyes of the 
English, and Tvith him made- -the tour 
of England : having in the course of hi» 
attendance obtained the knowledge of 
seveial medical teims, this enterprising 
lacquey commenced doctor himself, 
hithei" avarice or philanthiopy induc- 
ed him to give up shaving and coat- 
biusnmg lor the more elegant art 
of prepaungiAe nervous cordial and 
botanical syrup, the talisman, however, 
which completed the transmutation of 
a foot boy into a physician, was the 
diploma which the disinterested pro- 
fessois in theManschal college of Aber- 
deen sent to tins enterpnsmg Escula-* 
plus, disinterested, I •U/ill call them, 
ioi surely, as Pangloss obseives, they 
could not have been influenced by 
the consultation of one pound thir- 
teen shillings, and three pence three 
farthings, the exact sum which that 
cot dial Doctoi declares he paid the 
learned body, as a compensation for 
his degree. Soon aitei the commence- 



1810.] Address to a Commanding Officer in the Year 1 798 , 1 7 



meat of Brodum's medical career, 
he found a powerful auxiliary in the 
person of the late quack Doctor 
Fieeman's widow, his union to this 
sapient female contributed much to 
his physical knowledge, and if she 
proves a fruitful vine, their illustnous 
progeny, by a timely initiation into 
the arcana of medical impostuie, may 
be able to supply all the dupes and 
fools in Euiope with remedies for 
every disease. Having travelled through 
ditfeient parts of England, he at length 
lesolved to become a resident in 
London where he published \\\s guide 
to old age, which, lie says, has al- 
ready passed through fifty editions. 
The compiler of " literary memeus of 
living authors," calls him, "one of 
those empirics in physic, and literary 
pullers, whose machinations are gulphs 
to the current of lite," -but suiely 
this is lllibeial ; it a Roman who 
saved the life of a citizen was 
considered as a benefactor to the 
state, how much more should Br of 1 urn 
and Solomon be esteemed, wno nave 
each saved their tens of thousands! 
Statues should be erected to these 
good men, and placed as ornaments 
to the front of Newgate ; one on the 
right hand, and one on the left of 
that awful spot, where so many 
youthful heroes take their flight to the 
world unknown; the victim of vice 
could then moralize with his last 
breath on the efficacy of nostrums, 
while he acknowledged that the pro- 
mise of renovated health had induced 
him to continue his career of depra- 
vity, and to wander through the 
haunts of impurity and disease, 
till excess exhausted his constt. 
tution, and pernicious habits drove 
him to an open violation of the laws 
of that society, which had cast him 
otf like a detested sin." 

This detail has been entered into 
for the sincere purpose of deterung 
the ignorant or the hypochondriac 
from the use of nostrums fatal to 
health j if you consider it of suf- 
ficient moment to the community to 
insert it, 1 will furnish you with more 
authentic and important information, 
and tiust you will receive horn other 
qujiters an account ot the compo- 
nent parts of the quack medicines, 
which I imagine could be ascertained 
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with little trouble, by any person: 
moderately skilled in chemistry; it is an 
enquiry well worthy the attentiQuof the 
chemical professor pf Tunny College 
or of the Dublin Society. Yours M. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THE following address was handed 
to the commanding officer of a 
district in the south ot heland, just af- 
ter the village in which the writer 
lived, had been .in the hands of the 
insurgents (oi several days in the 
year 1798, when (he people surren- 
cieied then arms, and returned to peace- 
able conduct. " The sentiments appear 
to be exliemely just, and in my view 
aie deserving ot presei vatiou in your 
miscellany. I'hey have a tendency to 
remove piejudices, and to show, that 
at least, the people should not be 
branded as indisc riminately ferocious. 

A S *begs leave to address 

Col. on a subject that is of vast 

impoitance, as he conceives, to tiie 
general weal; the pieseivation of the 
people. He has seen with gieat 
anxiety old distinctions of religious 
names revived. He believes that 
there does not exist that dark spirit 
of persecution amo.ig the people which 
is attributed to them ; a spirit of re- 
taliation may be tor real or imagined 
injuries. Can we blame the trodden 
woimi It u said that l hey had torni- 
ed a conspiracy for a general mas- 
sacre : no such disposition was ap- 
parent these two days that We ot this 
town weie entirely in their power. 
Why did they not proceed then to a 
massacre? Why did tbey not revenge 
the injuries they said they' had le- 
ceiveu? 'lhey spaied to whip one 
man who they said was an lnfoimer. 
lhey torboie to whip the soldieis 
wives when the cruel retaliation was 
suggested by the women of the town, 
'lhey offered no injuiy to the officers 
wives in my house, nor to the sick 
soldier and two ofheeis' seivams 
with me. Hebeheves that nosuili o<- 
spiracy exists, and that it is conceived 
only in the fears ot men of ptoperty, 
who are alauned at the tuou^ht of 

*The name i» suppiessed liom delicacy 
to the w i iter, itiat he may not be u/me- 
oessftnly obtruihtd on the jiultlic. 



